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A custom home is more than materials and square footage.
It’s a reflection of how you live, what you value, and the
moments you want to create.  Even the most beautiful
projects can go sideways when design decisions are delayed
or disconnected.

This guide is your starting point.  It’s designed to help you
move forward with: 

Every Beautiful Home Begins 
with a Thoughtful Plan.

A clear understanding of what a full-service interior
project really involves.
The key decisions to make early to save time, stress,
and budget surprises later.
Realistic planning benchmarks, from concept through
installation.
A proven process that prioritizes beauty, function, and
peace of mind.

Before the drawings, before the build,
design is where clarity begins



The most seamless projects aren’t just well-designed, they are
well planned.  Before construction begins, a few smart early
decisions will shape everything that follows.

Here are the 7 foundational decisions:

Design is a Series
of Decisions
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These Are the Ones to Make First

   1. Your Lifestyle & Vision
  What do you want this home to provide for you? 

How will you live, host, relax, and recharge? 
What styles and inspiration would you like to see in the
house?   
What colors and feelings would you like used? 

  This becomes the lens for every design choice to come.

    2. Interior Space Planning
  Great design begins with function, flow, and proportion.

Is the furniture layout aligned with how you actually live? 
What activities will be conducted?
Where do you need storage?

  We review your plans and build from the inside out.



   3.  Finish & Material Strategy
 Selections affect both the beauty and the build schedule.

Do you prefer natural stone or engineered surfaces?
What metals, woods, and textures reflect your aesthetic?
Is there enough time for specialty items? 

  We build palettes of the materials selected.  

  4.  Lighting, Drapery, & Furniture Plan
Lighting, drapery, and furniture locations should be chosen early.         

Do you have lighting layers? Ambient, task, statement?
Where are your focal points?  
Where do you need built in Drapery?
Will pieces be custom, sourced, or reimagined?

  Designing in reverse (after drywall) leads to costly compromises.

  5.  Custom Elements & Architectural Details
 The difference between “pretty” and personalized.

Where will millwork and/or built-ins enhance both form and
function? 
What details/styles reflect your taste and story? 
Are your moldings, doors, and and hardware cohesive with the
overall look you are going for?  

 We collaborate with your architect and builder to integrate
custom details seamlessly.
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  6.  Timeline Expectations
 Know what’s realistic and when decisions must be made.

Are your selections aligned with the build schedule?
Is your designer looped in early enough to prevent rework? 
Who is putting together your decorative lighting, stone, tile,
and paint details for the builder? 

  We align everything to your builder’s critical path.

  7.  Who’s Leading the Process
 Design coordination saves time, stress, and missed details.

Are you managing trades and sourcing, or is your designer?
Who ensures every layer is cohesive and correctly ordered?
Who catches what’s missing before it becomes expensive?

  Full-Service design means we lead, so you don’t have to.

Each of these decisions informs
the next and sets the tone for your

entire experience!
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Pre-Construction Checklist
What to Finalize Before Breaking Ground or Starting Demo

A seamless project starts with aligned decisions.
This pre-construction checklist outlines the critical items either the builder,
architect, or we will help clients with completing.  This is to ensure materials

flow and trades stay on schedule.

Selections & Specifications
☐ Flooring, tile, and exterior finish selections approved
☐ Plumbing fixtures selected (tubs, faucets, shower systems)
☐ Appliance package confirmed
☐ Cabinetry Styles
☐ Hardware selected (cabinet, door, bath)
☐ Paint, stain, and wall finishes confirmed
☐ Countertops selected and sourced
☐ Decorative Lighting plan + fixtures 
☐ Furniture spacing and placement layout

Drawings & Design Documentation
☐ Lighting/electrical plan and RCP issued to builder
☐ Plumbing locations 
☐ Custom millwork drawings approved
☐ Custom cabinetry details confirmed
☐ Window treatments pre-planned for integration

Procurement & Timing
☐ Permitting and Grading.
☐ Lead for Items (plumbing, appliances, tile, stone, custom, etc.)
☐ Builder informed of all designer-led custom procurement details.
☐ Lighting and Custom Furniture timelines.
☐ Freight, warehousing, and delivery timelines .
☐ Timing of C.O.O. (Certificate of Occupancy)

Suennemann Interiors | Planning Guide



Vision to Move-In

Luxury doesn’t happen overnight and great design is not rushed.  Most of
our full scope projects run between 6 and 24 months, depending on
whether you’re renovating, building new, or furnishing a completed home.

Discovery & Consultation

Design Project  Milestones

What a Full Scale Project Really Takes

You share your vision, goals, timeline, and investment range.
→ Outcome: Aligned expectations and initial scope clarity

Design Concept Development
We review plans or  survey the site -  mood boards, sketches, and preliminary
direction.
→ Outcome: Visual alignment and early feedback.

Design Presentation & Refinement
You review floor plans, finishes, palettes, and key pieces.
→ Outcome: Approved design ready for execution

Procurement & Contractor Coordination
We place orders, manage logistics, and align with your builder or GC.
→ Outcome: Materials flow on schedule; selections synced to build timeline.

Construction Oversight & Site Visits
We provide ongoing support to ensure what’s built matches the design intent.
→ Outcome: Questions answered, surprises avoided.

Turnkey Installation
Final furnishings, accessories, and artwork are installed. 
→ Outcome: A fully finished, fully livable space — curated to feel like you.
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START WITH A CONVERSATION. 
END WITH A MOVE-IN READY HOME THAT LOOKS AND

FEELS LIKE YOU!

suennemanninteriors.com
info@suennemanninteriors.com
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+1-404-855-5590

Let’s Begin

Whether you’re building from the ground up or planning a major
renovation, the best results come from early design alignment. 

We work with a limited number of full-scope clients each year to ensure
every project receives the time, attention, and thoughtfullness it deserves.

If you are ready for a process that’s fully managed, beautifully curated,
and deeply personal, we’d love to hear more about your vision. 

Audry Suennemann

https://www.suennemanninteriors.com/
https://www.instagram.com/audrysuennemann/



